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January 3, 2022 

Dear Garden City School Community, 

I have heard from a group of parents since my letter went out yesterday.  Some of you are 
pleased, and some of you have expressed concerns.  I will do my best to address them. 

The mitigation strategies I shared with you yesterday are a recap of existing protocols with a  few 
short-term additions based on our increase in positive cases in our schools.  My goal is to keep our 
schools open because that is best for both our students’ mental health and learning.  

During the three days prior to the break, our positive cases increased from 49 to 85, including staff 
and students; we almost had to close 2 of our buildings.   During the December break, December 
23rd through December 31st, we had 57 students and 28 staff members who reported testing 
positive.  From January 1st to today, we learned that an additional 122 students and 30 staff 
members have tested positive for COVID-19.  According to our medical director and the Nassau 
County Department of Health, this spike should peak by mid-January.  As soon as it does, I plan to 
relax some of the mitigation strategies, particularly those used at lunch and snack time.   

Below are responses to some of your questions/statements. 

● Some of you have provided feedback that today went well with remote learning.  I am 

pleased that we were able to provide options for our students and families. 

● For those of you who are concerned about unusually low classroom temperatures because 

our windows are cracked open, be assured that our administrators reported comfortable 

rooms in general.  It is not uncommon for us to open windows to regulate temperature 

throughout the year.  In addition, we have been using this mitigation strategy for 

ventilation and airflow for the past two years.  
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● With our athletics, Mr. Panariello, Director of Athletics, has worked on a process where we 

will allow 3 spectators per family for now.  We will continue to assess our games and make 

adjustments to increase spectators.   He will be communicating with our parents of student 

athletes directly. 

● Regarding concerns about a negative impact on students’ mental health because they are 

wearing masks and social distancing, we agree that returning to a normal environment is 

ideal. The only change that I have made since the December break is to increase social 

distancing from 3 to 6 feet during lunch and snacks, K-5, when students are unmasked.  

Most classrooms continue to have 3 feet of social distancing because of space. We have 

also increased mental health supports in our buildings.  

Please keep in mind that I am applying stronger mitigation strategies for the next 2-3 weeks in 
hopes that the spike will recede.  When I have met with student groups, they shared that above all 
else, they want and need to be in school.  It is my hope that these adjustments will help reduce the 
number of positive cases and keep our students and staff in school. 

If you have specific questions regarding your child, please reach out to your child’s teacher or the 
building administrators.   
 
As always, it is important for us to work together.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kusum 
 
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
    


